(19) 



J 



Europ&lsches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(12) 



(ID EP 1 01 4 629 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Date of publication A3: 


(SA) intci 7 H04L 12/58 




21 .1 1 .2001 Bulletin 2001/47 


(43) 


Date of publication A2: 






28.06.2000 Bulletin 2000/26 




(21) 


Application number: 99308901.0 




(22) 


Date of filing: 09.11.1999 






rifiQinnfltfiH f^ontraotinn fitatoQ* 
ucoi^i igilcu wuii li ai*ui ly olcilco. 


• I o 1 1 rcon AnHroui 1 

* LdUloCil, MI1UI CV» L. 




at rf ru rv dp pi pr IP IT I I I 11 

Ml DC ^*rl w T UC U r\ CO PI Pn UD SJin IC i 1 LI L.U 


Can UIq+aa O A QAAM l\ IC^ 




MC NL PT SE 


• Smethers, Paul A. 






wU|JCf llflU, wM 39U It ^ w w J 




AL LT LV MK RO SI 


• Greer, Russell S. 






Los Gatos, CA 95030 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 19.11.1998 US 109088 P 






22.12.1998 US 219072 


(74) Representative: Ablett, Graham Keith 






Ablett & Stebbing, 


(71) 


Applicant: Phone. Com Inc. 


Caparo House, 




Redwood City, CA 94063 (US) 


101-103 Baker Street 






London W1M1FD (GB) 


(72) 


Inventors: 




• 


Oberhaus, Jared M. 






Sunnyvale, CA 94086 (US) 





(54) Mail synchronization of remote and local mail systems 



(57) The present invention relates to a mail synchro- 
nization system. A local mail system (104) provides 
electronic mail services to a desktop computer (1 1 4) and 
includes a local mail server (116) and a mail synchroni- 
zation client (118). The local mail server manages stor- 
age, receipt and delivery of electronic mail messages 
with respect to the desktop computer, can display a list 
of electronic mail messages in a local inbox, and stores 
the list in the local mail server. A wireless mail system 
(112) provides electronic mail services to a mobile de- 
vice (1 08) and includes a mobile device mail application, 
a mobile device mail server and a mail synchronization 
server. The mobile device mail servermanages storage, 
receipt and delivery of electronic mail messages with re- 
spect to the mobile device, can display a list of electronic 
mail messages in a remote inbox, and stores the list in 
the mobile device mail server. The mail synchronization 
client and said mail synchronization server interact to 
synchronize the list of the electronic mail messages for 
the local inbox and the remote inbox in a two way man- 
ner without user interaction. Thus, the user is able to 
effectively see and interact with only a single "virtual" 
mailbox, which is the synchronized combination of the 
two different electronic mailboxes. 
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